A.S. in English, Marylhurst

Introduction:

Reading and writing skills have never been as central to our lives as they are today. Within the course of one day or one hour, we are bombarded with information on our televisions, computer screens, and telephones.  We write socially, creatively, professionally, and/or academically, and we do so on a phone, a tablet, a desktop, or a physical piece of paper.  An A.S. degree in English offers an array of focus areas, including studies in English Literature, Creative Writing, Comics, and Publishing to prepare students to navigate the world of images and words. 
Career Pathways:
Where can a degree in English take you? The possible answers to that question lie in the skills that you gain through focusing on reading and writing, thinking and words. English majors graduate with the ability to analyze the words of others, think both critically and creatively, research ideas and positions, and organize their own thoughts into effective and articulate forms from web content to grant applications, business proposals to novels. Because of these skills, the National Association of Colleges and Employers has ranked English as one of the top-paying liberal arts majors, with average starting salaries above $40,000, and often rising much higher in the ten years after graduation. 

The employment opportunities that accompany an English major are myriad. One obvious example is the field of publishing. But English majors rarely stop at the obvious. Their skills apply equally well to the fields of public relations, marketing, advertising, and copyrighting. In a business setting, English majors often find success as communications managers, web developers, researchers, project leaders, or administrators. If you want your words to reach the lives of others, English might guide you to the areas of law, government, and public policy. For those who truly love filling a blank page, English can lead into creative writing, speech writing, professional blogging, or technical writing. And the careers of professional writer, librarian and teacher are ideal if you find that your love of English is uncontainable and must be shared. 
Program Outcomes

Earning an A.S. degree in English prepares students to be leaders in their communities.  Graduates will be able to communicate effectively to a variety of academic, professional, and social audiences. Students of English are comfortable working both individually and collaboratively to discover insights and confront issues through deep reading, critical analysis, and creativity.  These skills enable them to knowledgeably and constructively address issues that arise out of cultural differences in the workplace and community.  Moreover they cultivate the habits of mind and heart essential to lifelong learning.
Upon successful completion of an A.S Degree in English students will be able to:
· Identify research methods appropriate for specific topics.

· Interpret and analyze a variety of texts based on close reading and analysis.

· Construct sound academic arguments that prove an understanding of rhetorical conventions and diverse audiences.

· Rewrite and edit work after reflection upon peer and instructor feedback.

· Collaborate with peers on writing projects and presentations.

Creative Writing, Comics, and Publishing students will additionally:

· Complete a short play, screenplay, series of poems, collection of creative nonfiction pieces, compilation of short stories, and/or text for a graphic novel.

· Demonstrate an understanding of independent publishing and production.

· Discover and/or create opportunities for professional publishing and production.

AS in English, Marylhurst Schedule

1st Year

Fall Term

WR-121

English Composition



4

ENG-100

Introduction to Literature: Literary Genres 
4

MTH-105

Introduction to Contempory Math

4

COMM-111

Public Speaking




4

Winter Term

WR-122

English Composition



4

ENG-107,108, or 109
World Literature:  Ancient


4

    


or World Literature: Medieval Thru Enlightenment




or World Literature: Romantic Thru Modern

CS-120


Survey of Computing



4

HST-101

History of Western Civilization


4

Spring Term

Gen Ed Lab-Based Science*





4 

ENG-201 or 202
Shakespeare




4




WR-200

Writing about Literature



4

Social Science Elective**





4 

2nd Year

Fall Term

ENG-204 or 205
Survey of British Literature, Part I or II

4

Track Requirement






4

ENG-116 or 214
Introduction to Literature: Comics  

4

or Graphic Memoir




 

WR-222

English Composition



4

Winter Term
ENG-253 or 254
American Literature, Part I or II


4

Track Requirement






4

Track Requirement






4

Arts & Letter or Social Science Elective**



4 
Spring Term
Arts & Letter or Social Science Elective**



4 

General Education Elective***





4 

General Education Elective***





4

ENG/WR-XX  

Portfolio Project
  



4 

Total Credits







96





* Any lab-based General Education Science course

** Choice of any 100 or 200 level Arts & Letters or Social Science courses 

*** Choice of any General Education courses in Arts & Letters, Social Science or Science/Math/Computer Science.

Tracks:

Literature:

ENG-170 and 8 credits from the following:  ENG-116, 121, 130, 194, 195, 213, 214, 225, 226, 250, 251, 252, 261, 266, 295, 296 

Creative Writing:

WR-246 and 8 credits from the following:  WR-220, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 262, 263

Publishing:

Any studio art class, WR-246, and 4 credits from the following:  ENG-194, 195, 295, 296 

